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“ MADAME.” 
A THuMB-NAIL SKETCH. 


THERE was nothing in the least French about her; she was 
English to the backbone ; obstinately and tiresomely Eng- 
lish. But a French Protestant Governess happened to have 
been invited to the house for a week or so on one occasion, 
and had always addressed her as “ Madame.” The title 

leased, and “ Madame ” she was always called after that. 

e French lady had also endeavoured to teach her a little 
of her own language, but Madame had declared it to be 
“ finnicky ” and “ mincing,” and would have none of it. 

Madame was troubled witha weak heart—a convenient 
and interesting heart. Madame was a frequent and 
most energetic talker; she hada wonderful flow of words at 
her command, and was endowed with a strong party spirit. 
But when her opponent attempted to reply, then it was that 
Madame’s heart came out strong. It “fluttered,” it ‘“palpi- 
tated,” “itrequired instant repose ;” it “ would not allow her 
tocontinuethe subject.” In short, Madame’s heart was always 
ready for any little break-down when such a demand was 
made upon it. Sometimes it took more serious “ turns,” 
when the whole household would be in a commotion ; ser- 
vants sent for this, that, and the other remedy, when fear 
would be depicted on every face and the whole domestic ar- 
rangements turned upside down. 

Then Madame was in her glory, not quite at the summit, 
because that was only reached the next day, when she gave 
to all her friends every minute particular of the attack, but 
she might be said to be truly happy. 

Madame had no children of her own, but she had adopted a 
niece and nephew, and intended to make them co-heirs of her 
fortune. ey lived with her and she planned out their 
lives for them. Esther was to a doctor, a specialist ; 
subject :—heart disease. He and she were always to live 
with her, and the doctor was to have no other patient beside 
Madame. Esther was to have no control in the house, butto 
water the plants, carry messages to the gardener, coachman, 
and housekeeper, and always be within calland unemployed. 

Harold was more difficult. Madame considered him thrift- 
less. Her grounds for this belief were based upon observa- 
tion she said. She complained, first, that he never picked 
up or preserved odd bits of string, but always and on every 
occasion used from the ball. This alone was enough to 
bring him to ruin. 

But, secondly, in writing letters he invariably wrote on the 
two pages, thus wasting a good half sheet. Madame had 
calculated to a nicety how many sheets this cost him a year, 
and even knew the exact number of quires and reams that 
would be lost, supposing him to have begun his bad practice 
at sixteen and that he would be spared to see eighty years of 


age. 

To remedy this thriftlessness Harold was to marry an 
economically-brought-up young lady, able to “ turn” a dress, 
making it better than new, capable also of dishing up little 
things out of still less, and managing so that the weekly allow- 
ance went a long way. 

But Harold fell in love at a tennis-tournament with a 
young woman not at all answering to the above description, 
and as Harold had nothing but expectations, it became 
necessary, when they were engaged, to break the news to 
Madame. 

Esther undertook this delicate piece of business, and chose 
her opportunity with care. 

Madame lay on the sofa listening and staring stonily. It 
was a good day with her,so she let Esther speak for fully ten 
minutes without interruption. When Esther paused she 
only remarked majestically, “Let the young person be 
brought.” 

The“ young person” was brought the following afternoon. 
She needed great encouragement from Esther and Harold to 
go into Madame’s presence at all, but Esther accompanied 
her and did most of the talking. Madame closed her lips 
firmly, and looked at her hard ; she then closed her eyes and 


breathed hard. Eether knew this to be a bad sign. She 


terminated the interview as soon i restored 
Edith to Harold. =~ roe ord 


- Then she returned to Madame. 


‘I don’t like that hat,” said Madame with a quick snort, 


raising herself on her pillows ready for the fray. 
“Wh f” asked Esther, mil fie " 
“ A flimsy, foolish thing ! y ! I don’t call that a hat 


atall. The moment I caught sight of that hat I knew ina 
rinses lroelhoogh ghee I read her like a book. A 
flimsy hat means a flimsy nature. I can always j of a 
person’s character in « minute, as you know, Tether’ ite 
well. Youremember what I said when Sarah Harvey came 
for the cook’s place. Her bonnet was on one side. I said 
immediately ‘ that woman has an unevenly balanced mind.’ 
And = did it turn out ? Do you remember her tomato 
catsup ?” 

«Too much pepper, wasn’t there? But with regard to 
hats would you go so far as to say that persons who wore 


velvet bonnets have soft and gentle dispositions, while those 
who prefer straw ad 


“ Esther! I have borne all I can bear to-day. My heart 
is terribly weak ; fetch the hartshorn, and do not raise your 
voice so when you talk. You lose your temper, and then you 
screech.” 

Madame hada bad night and was not well h to recur 
to the subject of Edith for some days. Whenat last Harold 
himself began upon it, Madame became at once very unwell 
and ais to oe ae subject with him, and after 

iving him a long account of her symptoms she wound 
acing: “ And as for the girl yaa call Edith, knowing pt 
I doabout her, I must beg you never to mention her name 
to me again.” 
Harold wasin despair. He talked of emigrating, of 
of doing anything to make himself independent. What 
Edith’s family think of him ? Even Edith herself must consider 
thecondition of things at least peculiar. Never could he have 
imagined his aunt could beso unreasonable! If he had,only 
been brought up toa profession or taught a trade or had 
been made useful in some way ! 
He was pouring him out to the patient Esther. 
Madame was closeted with a person who believed he had 
invented an ingenious little apparatus for cutting and turn- 
ing over the leaves of a book. It was supposed to be self- 
acting, and to be especially adapted for use by an invalid. 
You had to hold your breath for some seconds and keep per- 
fectly still, and excepting it moved a little jerkily it was 
wonderful how well it went. Madame loved inventions and 
had frequent appointmentswith takers-out of patents, She 
often wondered why Harold didn’t “ invent something,” 
especially when he knew how pleased she would be if he did. 

It was in consequence of this interview that Esther was 
off duty and could listen to poor Harold’s difficulties 
“They will think it so dishonourable of me to have pro- 

to Edith when I had nothing. I never dreamt of this,” 
said Harold, disconsolately. 
‘“‘ It would certainly have been better to have been sure of 
Madame first.” 
‘“‘ Her family would never believe it could have been only 
her hat.” 
“ Never,” said Esther, “ but then they don’t know Madame. 
I asked her the other day how she would describe the char- 
acter of a stranger who was wearing a hat belonging to 
another ?” 

“‘ Did she giveit up %” ‘ 

“ She was taken suddenly very faint and the interview 
cameto an abrupt conclusion. Another day I asked her to 
enlighten me as to the chief idiosyncrasies of wearers of 
pork-pie hats and Tam-o-shanters.” 

“© What did she say ?” 

‘* She said she felt strange all over and the conversation 
terminated in brandy and water for one.” 

“You must suggest something, Esther.” 
“ T can only think of change of hat at present.” 
‘“¢ Edith shall never come here for inspection again that I’m 


” 


Madame’s bell violently rung, and descending footsteps 
caused Esther to departin haste. 

Madame was full of the invention and had ordered twenty 
self-acting book openers at once, 

“Twenty !” exclaimed Esther. ‘“ You can’t read twenty 
books at once !” : 

“TJ shall give them away as Christmas presents,” ex- 
plained Madame. 


® 


sit up and read !” 
“ 


Esther said no more,and Madame sat twisting and moving 
certain muscles about her mouth, which were active in her, 
but 7 rudimentary in other individuals. It was | way 
she when she wanted to be amused, but Esther fell short 


of her duty that day. 
Edith wasan artist. 


than before. 

Her family were naturally enraged with Harold and all 
belonging to him, and he had no longera cordial reception 
at their house. 

He thought of all sorts of possible and i aes schemes, 
but obstacles met him everywhere, and me, of course, 
objected to any plan he even hinted at. Shethought his life 
such a very enviable one ; could, in fact, imagine nothing 
more pleasant. She was grieved to see him so discontented 
and bad-tempered. Except Madame, almost every one 
was bad-tempered, and she was quite sure Harold and Esther 
“ gave way.” Before her heart wasso bad Madame never 
“ gave way,” she assured them, but of course invalids were 
different. 

Months passed away in the same manner till one fine 
morning Harold received a letter holding out to him pros- 

of immediate employment. Overjoyed he shouted for 
Esther. Not being able to makeher hear he went out into the 
garden and green-houses, but failed to find her. Returning 
he met the butler strangely grave : Miss Esther was in the 
dining-room and wanted him. 

Yes ! there she waswaiting for him. Waiting to tell 
him that Madame had really “ given way” never again to 
rally. She had slept her last sleep, andhad departed 
quietly. ; 

It seemed too strange to be believed at first. Life was 
henceforth to be so different to both of them. 

Harold, of course, married Edith, but Esther preferred 
planning out her own life, and after such a long course of 
interference to go quietly on in her own way. 

Amy Rye (Cambridge). 


CHRISTMAS CARDS. 
A SKETCH IN THE New Forest. 


I can’t tell you what a dear Aunt Jemima was. We did 
love her so. She had been housekeeper at the great house 
for thirty years when she came to live with us, and only 
left then because the old Squire died and she could not do 
with the new Missus. The young lady wanted to have the 
jams made different and was particular about the maids’ 
eaps,and Aunt Jemima felt it was the beginning of the end, 
so she left. I was then only a pupil teacher, and my sisters 
all went to school. But father got the Rangership of the 
Brocklehurst Walk and the big cottage over the woods, so 
Aunt came to us. She had the nicest of the bedrooms— 
the one over the porch—and except on Sundays she could 
have the parlour whenever she liked. Not that she was a 
bit above the kitchen. Father thought she might be a 
trouble with her fine notions from the great house, but he 
soon found out his mistake. If anyone was ill she could 
make chicken broth or arrowroot as fine as any lady could 
wish to taste it. And when Mother was laid up with 
bronchitis the first winter she nursed her night and day, and 
gave her all her food ed pe as delicate as you could see. 
But other times she lived just as we did, and lent a helping 
hand to boil a or make a rabbit pie as if she had 
lived with the working folks all her days. She was Mother's 
sister, and Mother always said there was no nonsense about 
Jemima. 

All the same, she had her own ways of a Sunday. 
used to think it was because of her black silk gown. It was 
a silk! So soft and glossy, and yet it stood by itself. It 
vl in front, to be worn over a white starched 
sto: er, and just a little long behind to pin up on 
a muddy day on the way to church, Aunt Jemima 
always went to church unless it rained. Wet weather was 
not good for the black silk, so a shower or a mizzle kept her 


at a Then she would sit in the parlour with the big 
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_ “But you don’t know nineteen invalids all well enough to 


er, you get more and more quarrelsome and excitable, 

every day youlive. If you could only see yourself as I see. 

you, you would know how frightfully plain it makes you | ‘of 
00 


She had a studio of her own, and 
the only surface difference she made in her life since her visit 
to Madame was to be init more constantly and to work harder 
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Bible before her, and no one blamed her, not even the 
curate. The old Squire had given her the Bible when the 
heir came of age, and whenever I looked at it I was always 


_ thinking of great families and estates and heirs more than 


religion. 

Sometimes Father would tell my Aunt she must get 
married and settled, but the answer was always the same, 
“‘ Never, John. What little I can lay by is for your chil- 
dren. I’m too old and too wise to give up my liberty, and 
I’ve made up my mind and was never known to it.” 

‘¢ What, never, Jemima?” my Father would ask her. 

“No, never, John,” and she really seemed to mean it. 

Well, I have told you all about Aunt Jemima except one 
thing. She had a weakness, as most people have, and we 
children managed to find it out. She used to sit at her 
desk and write in a beautiful hand just like the accounts 
that she had to keep at the great house, and we always 
wondered what she was writing. She said she corresponded 
with old fellow servants, but we didn’t believe it, for 
generally she tore up what she wrote and burned it. At 
last the fine weather came and we had no fire after the 
dinner was ready. Mother would boil the kettle for tea 
often in the wood over a few sticks, and we loved to have it 
out there with the sun setting over the hills and the long 
shadows of the trees slanting across us. So then Aunt 

Jemima tore up her letters and threw them in the grate, 
and we went and picked them out in the early morning 
while mother was milking our cow. Oh! it was mischievous 
of us, but we didn’t know there was any harm, and it was 
just like a puzzle putting the bits together. Well, we 
found out at last what it was all about. The letters 
were written to a great many people, and they all said 
she would or she would not consent to be Mrs. So-and-so. 
Sometimes they were very kind letters, and said, “ No thank 

you;” and sometimes they were very cross and stiff, as 

though Aunt Jemima thought, “What impudence!” They 
nearly all said “No,” and at first’ we believed there really 


was a somebody asking, and that Aunt Jemima had made 
several trials at her answer. 
my eldest brother Jim, understood that the old lady only 
fancied she had been asked the question, and we left off 
reading the torn letters, and got tired of piecing them 


At last we, at least me and 


together. 
The summer passed away, and the bracken was cut in the 


long hot days, and the crab apples grew yellow on the 


bushes. Then the blackberries came, and Aunt Jemima 
made the loveliest jams and some precious jelly to be put 
away in case of sickness. The berries grew red, and the 
fallen leaves were cold and wet on the ground, and at last 
we got some nice clean frost, and then we began to think of 
Christmas. I do believe Christmas is better in the forest 
than anywhere else in the world. The holly can only be 
cut, of course, by foresters. No one else has the right to 
touch it, and we felt so glad father was a forester when we 
carried the big bunch up to Lyndhurst for the decorations. 
That was a week before Christmas, and we were so busy. 
The children were learning the verses about William Rufus 
to sing on Christmas night : 
“Tt was eight hundred years ago,” 

and we had a deal of trouble to make them remember all 
the lines. Then there was the pudding and the pies, and 
though Aunt was very kind in helping, she was so particular 
as to how it should be done that even mother was forced 
to say at last, “Why, Jemima! anyone would think we 
was making for the Squire.” 

But it seemed that Christmas was a sort of big Sunday 
to Aunt Jemima, and she was in the black silk humour 
all the time, and so we had to do the best we could. 

One evening, just as father had got his pipe after supper, 
and we had all got a bit of work in our laps, there was a 
tap at the door, and I went to open it. 

“Why, Mr. Jenkins,” I said, “ who'd have supposed it 
could be you so late to-night !” 

Mr. Jenkins was the landlord at our inn, and he seldom 
or never left his house at this time, for he was a widower, 
poor man, and forced to mind the bar himself. 

“ Jenkins!” cried my father, as surprised as I was; and 
“Qh! Mr. Jenkins,” said my mother, and set him a chair. 

Now Mr. Jenkins was what we call in the Forest “a 
mum man.” He never spoke unless he had something he 
must say ; 80 he bowed and nodded and seated himself, and 
never uttered. 

“ And what's the cause of this honour ?” asked my father 
after Mr. Jenkins had lit his pipe and sat a few minutes. 
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“Yes, indeed,” says Mother, “how have you left the 

Rose at this time of the year and so near i too,” 
Still no answer, and Mr. Jenkins puffed well at his pipe. 
He looked at my Aunt, but she said never a word, and I 

could fancy she was wishing she had put on her black silk 


large yellow spots and a beautiful white muslin kerchief 
round her throat and pinned neatly in the front. At last 
Mr. Jenkins spoke. He took his pipe from his lips, looked 
at us each in turn, and said solemnly, 

‘‘ Where's there’s a will there’s a way.” 

This sounded so like our copy books that we said nothing, 
but it did not explain tomy mind why Mr. Jenkins had left 
the snug bar of The Rose to spend an hour at our cottage. 

We did not talk much. Father was tired and Mother 
was busy with her knitting. Aunt Jemima was regretting, 
I am certain, that she had not worn her black silk, and as 

for Mr. Jenkins, he seemed mummer than usual. At nine 
o'clock he shook out the ashes of his last pipe and bid us 
good-night. Father made him have a drop of something 
before he went out in the cold, and he wished us the 
compliments of the season and was gone. 

“Well, Jemima! What do you make of that ?” asked my 
father when he had bolted and barred the cottage. 

‘“‘Hush, John, for goodness sake! You forget the 
children,” said my prudent mother. 

“JT don’t care about who hears,” continued father. “I 
say, what do you make of it? Jenkins is a quiet man, but 
I can tell you this. He don’t leave The Rose to the care of 
his barman for nothing. He don’t come here either for 
nothing. He’s a quiet man, but he’s got his lay-by in the 
bank at Southampton, as sure as my name’s John Jarvis 
and my father’s before me.” 

‘“‘ Oh, go along with your talk,” said my mother, dread- 
fully afraid of Aunt Jemima taking offence. “I’m sure it’s 
no wonder if a decent man likes to smoke his pipe in a 
decent room ; and it’s very good of sister, who’s been accus- 
tomed to such company as she has had, to put up with 
whatever friends drop in. Not that Mr. Jenkins is not all 
you say, John ; and I only saw his wife but once before she 
died, and her funeral was beautiful.” 

To all this our Aunt turned a seemingly deaf ear, and 
soon the cottage was hushed in sleep. But all that week 
we were favoured with Mr. Jenkins every evening, and my 
Aunt was harder at work than ever with her corres- 
pondence. - 

There is one post on Christmas morning in the Forest, 
and then no more for the day. We loved our Christmas 
cards, and waited for the postman with anxious hearts. 
That particular Christmas brought us several; for our 
teachers at school, and some other kind friends had remem- 
bered the Ranger’s children, and sent us some beauties, 
Aunt Jemima received one—a large one—and she opened 
it very quietly as we sat down to our breakfast. 

“Ta, Jemima! What a queer one,” I heard my mother 
say, but I was too much absorbed with four kittens pour- 
trayed in a basket to pay much attention. The next thing 
I heard was father, as he started to feed the dogs, saying in 
a slow voice, 

“Mark my words, Jemima. J stands for Jenkins, and 
the sign is the sign of the Rose.” 

“ Get along,” said mother, but then she always said that, 
whatever she thought. 

I looked slily over Aunt Jemima’s shoulder and viewed 
her card. It was a square one with a nice cabbage rose in 
the centre, and in one corner written in ink was the letter 
J. Underneath the rose there were some words, and by 
screwing my neck I managed to read, “ Where there’s a will 
there's a way.” Now we children thought all fair in love 
and war, and after a little council meeting in the orchard, 
we decided that Aunt Jemima should marry Mr. Jenkins. 

“Think how her jam would taste if we had tea at the 
Rose,” said Jim. 

“Why we might have a dance in the big parlour at the 
Rose, and we should be the best of the people, because we 
are Aunt’s nearest relations,” said my sister Emily, who 
wore her hair in ringlets, and longed to be a lady. ; 

“There’s a jolly bowling green at the Rose. I'd like a 
game without paying, I know that,” said Bob. And so all 
in our own way we decreed the match. 

But Aunt Jemima seemed so cold and haughty, and we 
feared she would be worse when once she had put on her 


black silk for the day. At last they left it to me and Jim, 


as the eldest, and we knew wo had to do our best. 


Aunt Jemima was at this time dressing for church, and 


we went into the parlour by ourselves. Th th 
beautiful polished desk and the ee ia hs oro 
-basket all speaking the respectability of thirty years of 
1 - Fesponsible service at the great house. 

after tea. But she was very neat in a dark stuff dress, with ° 


Bible and the work 


“Do you think Mr. Jenkins is good enough for her ?” 


I asked my brother in a whisper. 


“Good enough ? I believe you. Why, she'll make the 


Rose a hotel when she gets there, and, by Jove, won't I like 
to be there, too.” 


Jim always ruled me, so I said no more, but puzzled my 


head how to manage it. Suddenly Jim cried out, “ By jove 
its done! Here, Maria! Lay hold! What luck by jove!” 


He had seen a paper peeping out of the half-cl desk, 


and had had the impertinence to read. 


“ Honoured Sir,” the letter ran, “As you so beautifully 
ut it, ‘Where there’s a will there’s a way,’ and I fear you 
ve found the way to the foolish heart of 
“ Yours truly, 
“ Jemima HAWKINS.” 
We only just had time to make off with our treasure 


before the rustling silk of my Aunt sounded on the stair. 
We folded the letter in an envelope, a large one that we had 
laid by for our handsomest New Year's card, and we bold: 
addressed it to Mr. Jenkins, of the Rose. Trembling wi 
excitement, we went to church. The berries glowed, and 
the texts in snowy wool on red cloth were very fine. But 
our hearts were full of the plot. Mr. Jenkins was there, of 
course, looking a little nervous we thought, but dressed 
carefully in all his best. 


There was a crowd coming out, for so many people came 


tochurch on Christmas morning that never come any other 
time. Mr, Jenkins was near the door, and father and 
mother with Aunt Jemima just in front of them about two 
yards from them. 
envelope in Aunt’s hands, and said : 


Jim stepped boldly up, placed the 
& Kindly hand this to Mr. Jenkins, Aunt Jemima. Its 


a. message he is to have at once.” 


My Aunt was a little stiff in her Sunday clothes but very 


gracious, and she stretched out her hand to Mr. Jenkins 
and delivered the letter. He took it with a bow, placed it 
in his coat-tail pocket, and walked home. 


I don’t know what happened that night. I was s0 


frightened that I said I was sick, and went to bed before 


Mr. Jenkins arrived. But I heard afterwards that Aunt 
Jemima was convicted by her own handwriting, and that 
father spoke up and told her she could not go from her 
written word. 

The Rose is a very favourite place for the London gentry 
that come down, and Aunt Jemima has made it a picture. 
Mr Jenkins is always a quiet man, but on Christmas even- 
ing he generally says, when people compliment him on his 
good fortune in having such an admirable wife. 

“Where there’s @ will there's a way.” 


To tHE Eprror oF “THE WomMEN’s GAZETTE.” 


Dear Madam,—In the Women’s Gazette of the 7th inst., 
is a paragraph concerning the work done by the W.L.A. of 
Accrington. As you have not been quite rightly informed 
in the matter, may I correct it. The bazaar held in March, 
1888, at which between £5,000 and £6,000 was made, was 
for paying off the debt on the Liberal Club, and was the 
work of the whole Liberal party, and not of the women 
alone. The magnificent way in which the Liberal women 
worked suggested the idea of utilizing that power, and s0 
the W.L.A. came into being in February, 1889. The 
W.L.A. now hope to hold a bazaar next March to try 
to pay off a debt on the Registration Fund, but in this, as 
in the last, although the initiative was with the Women's 
Association, the men are giving their help. In Accrington, 
men and women who are Liberals have but one object, that 
is, to serve the and the cause. 

, Daa Yours faithfully, 
- M. O. Leese, 
Send Holme, Woking, December 14, 1889. 


Mr. Parnett completely replied to Lord Salisbury’s 
recent utterances at Nottingham on Tuesday evening last, 
at a splendid meeting held in that town. 

Mr. T. D. Sutxivan, M.P., was roused to great eloquence 
on Monday last at Skipton. He fortunately saw some 
L.L.P.U. pamphlets at the door which gave him his key- 


note. ; 


- When such 
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IRELAND. 
Country Cork has sent £1,000 to the Tenants’ Defence 
A tJ ti 


Mr. Suaw-Lerevere’s visit to Ireland has been a great’ 
y, the Ponsonby Estate, Tipper- * 


success. He visited 
ary, Galway, Drogheda, and the Dublin County Convention. 
Everywhere he received an enthusiastic welcome; and at 
Tipperary he received the unusual honour of being met by 
an army of policemen with fixed ! In spite of Mr. 
Balfour's contemptuous words in the House, he evidently 
poke upoe Mr. Lefevre as a powerful and dangerous foe in 
. Mr. Lefevre’s address at Galway Convention has 
delighted the Irish people by its bold, firm tone. “You are 
morally t, though some may say legally wrong,” was 
the burden of the speech. (See extract). At Drogheda he 
exhorted the Massareene tenants to accept no settlement 
from the landlord from which any of the evicted tenants 
were to be excluded. Why will not other front-bench men 
go and do similar work ? 

“Now, I want to ask you what isthe duty of a tenant who 
is a member of such a combination, and to whom favourable 
terms are offered ? What is his duty to the evicted tenants ? 
Is he justified in abandoning them, thinking only of his 
own interests? The evicted tenants have borne the brunt 
of the battle; they have suffered for the common cause; 
they have submitted to eviction under promise from their 
fellow tenants to stand by them. In my opinion the tenants 
would be acting the part of dishonourable men if they broke 
up the combination at this point, accepted the results of it 
so far as they were individually concerned, and if they 
abandoned those who have previously been evicted, I 
believe I am right in saying that no such cases have 
occurred. It has been universally accepted as the code of 
honourable men that they should stand by one another and re- 
fuse to maketerms unless the evicted men are replaced in their 
holdings upon the same terms. Hundreds of cases have 
occurred true heroism, where men have been offered 
terms which they would gratefully accept, but they could 
not in honour accept because the evicted tenants would not 
be reinstated. If I am right in my view of the morality of 
een in this position, it follows that when the combination 

reached a point where the landlords offer terms which 
are otherwise acceptable to the tenants but will not extend 
them to the tenants who were evicted before those terms 
were offered, the continuance of the combination, no matter 
by what name it is known, cannot be considered either as 
criminal or immoral. It is not criminal, because no jury in 
Christendom would convict in such a case; and it is not 
immoral, because the object of the tenants in continuing the 
combination is good and unselfish and honourable, and not 
the reverse.” 
Oanon KELuER’s visit to England was postponed at the 
last moment till February. The leaders found the time too 
short for thorough local organization in preparation for so 
istinguished a guest. It is certainly of the first importance 
that when Canon Keller does cross the water his persuasive 
influence should be utilized to the fullest advantage. His 
own modesty leads him to fear that he will not “be able 
fitly to represent the cause before strangers,’ but when he 
comes he will receive no “stranger's” welcome; but the 
greeting which all Liberal Englishmen and women are long- 
ing to accord to one of the noblest and ablest of the Irish 
leaders. 
Baron DowsE has been casting scorn on that Act of 
Edward III. which has done such heavy duty of late in 
support of Mr. Balfour’s policy. A case was being heard 
ore him in the Court of Exchequer in Dublin the other 
day, when he inquired whether the application was under 
this Act. The Crown lawyer admitted that it was. ‘That 
musty old statute,” cried the independent old Judge, amid 
much laughter. “It is not so musty now, my lord,” was 
the deprecating reply. ‘“ It is not,” said the Judge, “ because 
it has got airing enough now in the Court of Exchequer.” 
is used in the Chief Court in Ireland, 
one of the few which still retains the confidence of the 
people in its equitable administration, how can respect for 
the legal proceedings of the Government be expected from 
the mass of the nation ? 
Mr. W. O’Brien’s release from Galway Gaol is due on 
the 20th inst. The reports of his health are very variable. 
Lorp ZeruanpD, the new Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, 
made his state entry into Dublin on Saturday. 


ABOUT WOMEN’S WORK. 
Tae Committee of the University Association of Women 
Teachers, has added Mrs. Humphrey Ward to its numbers, 
Mrs, Ward having accepted their invitation to become an 


“honorary member. Miss Clough, the President, is the Prin- 
‘cipal of Newnham College. The object of the Association is 
to provide women with University qualifications as teachers, 


lecturers, and examiners. At Oxford in 1888 Mrs. Hum- 


phrey Ward acted as Taylorean examiner in Spanish, and is 
therefore well-fitted to become a member of the Association. 


Tae Technical Schools at the People’s Palace are well at- 


tended. Sir Edmund Currie, who superintends them, reports 
an attendance of 3,067 boys to the day schools. For the 
evening classes 5,500 tickets have been isstied. There are 
lectures for women and girls on ambulance work, nursing, 
classes for needlework, millinery, cookery, and d: i 


The members of the Choral and Orchestral Societies recently 
gave proof of their progress by performing, in an excellent 
manner, high-class music. The library, which is very large, 
is made very good use of, but far more by men than women. 
On a recent occasion several hundred men were present and 
only one woman reader. There is a separate department 
for women readers, but no doubt it is in more requisition at 
night, as during the day women would be engaged in house- 
hold duties if not at work. 

TnE laundresses of Croydon had a good meeting the other 
week. They intend to agitate for shorter hours, and it is 


time that they did so, for many of them work for twelve, 


fourteen, and sometimes sixteen hours a day. All laundry 


work is laborious, and there is sweating amongst the small 
employers as in trades. 


THE young women belonging to the Regent-street Poly- 


technic Institute gave an excellent display of their exercises 
last week. Their feats included bayonet exercise and a per- 


formance with Indian clubs, by a little girl under ten years 


of age. Sixteen of the younger girls went through an am- 
bulance drill in capital style. 


Sir Vincent Kennett was 
present to inspect this, he being a member of the St. John’s 
Ambulance Association. 

THE West End Tailoresses had a meeting at the Mission 
Hall, Lexington-street, on the 12th, to form a Trades Union 
The members of the Tailors’ Trades Union assisted, and two 
members spoke. It had very satisfactory results, and many 
workers say that a Union in the W estis needed quite as much 
as one in the East. Lady Dilke was present, andspoke. 

Tue East End Tailoresses also a meeting in the same 
week, but a social meeting, not a business one. All present 
at Toynbee Hall on the 11th had a most enjoyable evening. 
There were thirty or forty working women present, including 
some of the poorest, who had never been “in areal drawing- 
room” before, although they had passed theage of sixty. The 
fine rooms and beautiful pictures were as much appreciated 
as the excellent tea, to which they sat down at 8.30. After 
some music and conversation Mr. and Mrs. Barnett came in 
and welcomed their visitors with a few well-chosen words. 

Mr. Scutioss, who is the Treasurer of the East End 
Tailoresses’ Union, made a short speech, which was listened to 
with great interest by the women present. He said he 
had discovered that some of the women present were 
pressers, and he considered that that was work no 
woman should do, nor man either. It was work that 
ought to be done by machinery. He urged more women 
to jointhe Trades Union and put themselves ina position 
which would enable them to refuse to dosuch work. Miss 
Routledge, B.A., who is the Honorary Secretary of the 
Women’s Trades Union Provident League, spoke, as did 
one or two others. Miss Smart was present, the 
former Secretary of the Tailoresses’ Union, and many other 
friends. 

Ir will surprise many to hear that the above-mentioned 
League founded the Tailoresses’ Union ten years ago, but it 
has been so difficult to get the women to join, that it has 
always been too small to be able to remedy any evils con- 
nected with the trade. Now, the women are so convinced of 
the necessity of it that, during the speeches madeon Wednes- 
day, those who were ignorant of what had been done ex- 
pressed the opinion that “it was none too soon” to organize. 
This was a strange thing for those to hear who have been 
working for that end so long. 

Emity E. Ho.yoake. 
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ABOUT BOOKS. 


“Mary Howrrr: an autobiography,” edited by her 
daughter, Margaret Howitt (William Isbister, Limited). 
The most striking part of this interesting book is. that 
which treats of Mary Howitt’s early life and bringing up.. 
Her parents belonged to the Society of Friends, the. 
story of their courtship is sufficiently diverting. They saw’ 
each other frequently and became well acquainted. On one 
occasion, at dinner, she suddenly learnt his for her 
by the peculiar manner in which he asked, “ Wilt thou take 
some nuts, Ann Wood?’ She took them, saying, “I am 

fond of nuts.” ‘That is extraordinary,” he replied, 
“for soam I.” In 1796 they were married, and in 1799 
their second daughter Mary was born. Her earliest 
years were spent at Uttoxeter, and in walks and ex- 
cursions in the surrounding country she first imbibed 
her taste for rural things. The stillness and isolation of a 
Quaker child’s life seems most remarkable. She learned to 
read, but received no religious instruction, the parents 
“adhering to the fundamental gn at of George Fox, 
that Christ, the true inward light, sends to each individual 
interior inspirations as their guide of Christian faith.” Her 
father read aloud to the little girl and her sister the Bible, 
“The Persecutions of Friends,” and Foxe’s “ Book of 
;” the mother recited to them selections from 
Thomson's “ Seasons,” and quantities of old songs. The 
ry went first to a school near home, where, at their 
ather’s desire, they sat apart, for it was not a Friends’ 
School, but they derived much benefit from the teaching of 
the mistress, a clever, cultivated, large-minded woman. A 
little later they were sent to the Friends’ School at Croydon, 
and the account of the journey taken on the eve and 
day of King George III.’s Jubilee is most lively and 
entertaining. When school days were over, there was no 
gaiety, no balls, but a busy household life and much pleasant 
intercourse with acquaintances, old and new. Among the 
latter was William Howitt, whom married in 1821. 
The tastes of husband and wife were similar, and a long 
wedded life of the greatest happiness followed. “Knowledge 
in the broadest sense was the aim of our intellectual efforts ; 
poetry and nature were the paths that led to it.” Mary 
Howitt’s contributions to literature were chiefly poems and 
tales ; those of her husband rural sketches and articles on 
politics, history, and religion. Mary Howitt’s sympathies 
were with the Liberals on all the great questions of the day. 
In October, 1843, she writes to her sister, “Thou would 
find us desperate radicals, corn-law league, universal 
ple.” She fully supported the petition made 
to Parliament in 1856 about married women’s property. 
The Howitts started a cheap weekly periodical having 
for its object the improvement of the moral and intellectual 
condition of the workin . In 1847 they both re- 
signed their membership of the Society of Friends, and held 
aloof from connecting themselves with any particular 
religious body, though remaining essentially Christians. 
From 1870 they lived in Italy, spending the summers in 
the Tyrol. In 1877 they celebrated their golden wedding, 
and in 1879 William Howitt died at Rome. In 1882, 
Mary Howitt entered the Catholic Church. From the 
evidence afforded in the book, it is difficult to understand 
clearly her reasons for this conversion unless it sprung 
from a wish to feel sure, in a way, of a future life, In 
1881, she writes : “What a blessed faith is that of the good, 
sincere Catholic, to whom the glorious other world is only 
next door!” She died Jan 30, 1888. There were four 
children of the marriage, two of whom survive. Insonarrowa 
space as that at our command it is impossible to do justice 
to the many good things in this book. A great part of its 
interest lies in the number of distinguished persons with 
whom Mary Howitt came in contact. ong them, and this 
list is by no means exhaustive, were Wordsworth, Thackeray, 
Tennyson, Hans Andersen, the Rossettis, Mrs. Gaskell, 
Mrs. Beecher Stowe, Miss Cushman, Miss Octavia Hill, 
Meyerbeer, Dickens, and Wagner. KE. L, 


Tux lovely old “ Irish Fairy Tales” have been arrayed in 
modern dress by that great literary artist, Mr. Edmund 
Leamy, M.P., as a Christmas book for young folks. The 
volume is published by Messrs. M. H. Gill and Son, Dublin. 
Everyone who knows Mr. Leamy has known for long that 
he has a magic tongue; now, they know that he has a 


magic pen. 


bridge opened a Liberal Olub. 


in Exeter Hall, Mr. A. Pell presiding. 
/ meeting was against out-door relief, and it was 
urged that, if given, the cases should be most caref 
enquired into. 


CHIT-CHAT. 


Me. OnAMBERLAIN has the gout. His qualifications for 
the House of Lords are now complete, an we may expect 


“his early ascension. 


‘ Sm Gzorce Trevetyay, during his at Leicester 


‘the other dey, likened the Edinburgh banquet to Mr. 


Balfour to 
wall. 

A suGGEsTion made by Mrs. Taylor, of Great Ayton, at 
the recent Darlington Conference been taken, and the 
Darlington W.L.A. offers two prizes for the two best Essays 
on a portion of Irish hi . Three months are allowed 
for the work, and leisure time spent in the study of history 
cannot fail to be beneficial to the students, whether success- 
ful competitors or not. The prizes are 20s. and 10s. for the 
two best Essays by girls under 21 years of age residing in 
Darlington. The Essays to be bona fide work, under 
assumed names, and not to exceed 3,000 words. 

THE condition of Mrs. Booth, wife of the General of the 
Salvation Army, is, we are informed, very critical. Acute 
hanes has supervened, and all hope of her recovery is 
abandoned. 

Awmonest the numerous meetings lately addressed by Lady 
Sandhurst was one at Gains h, where Viscount Oxens 

Monkswell- and Mr. 


8 Feast—the handwriting was on the 


Broadhurst, M.P., were also there. 


Mr. T. D. Suttivan, speaking at a meeting at i 


J Devizes, 
where a new Liberal Olub has been opened by Mr. Fuller, 


M.P., said he had been visiting the grave of the Irish poet, 
Thomas Moore, in the churchyard of that : 


THE annual Poor Law Conference took last week 


e tone of the 


Mr. Guiapstonz and Lord Randolph Churchill have both 


been heckled as to an “ Eight Hours Bill.” Mr. Gladstone 
will consider the peculiar case of miners if the question 
comes before the House. Lord Randy is quite sure he is 
in favour of everything and everybody, and promises all 


round. 

Mr. Guapstonz AND Repusiican Inetirutions.—Mr. 
Gladstone, replying to a Lincolnshire correspondent, who 
questioned the ex-Premier as to whether his remarks at the 
Mayor’s luncheon at Manchester were intended to convey 
the idea that Republican forms of government were more 
suitable to modern requirements than a limited Monarchy, 
says : “I referred tothe peacefulness with which the 
change in Brazil had been effected as a sign of political 
education ; but I expressly reserved my opinion on its 
merits.” 

Mrs, CHARLEs MALLET was lecturing on Saturday last on 
‘“‘Facts for Londoners” at the South Kensington Liberal 
Club. 

Arrer the severe cold by which he was confined to his 
bedroom at Morgan Abbey, Glamorganshire, last week, Mr. 
Talbot, M.P., is gradually improving. He has been able to 
leave his bedroom and spend a few hours daily in his library 
since Saturday last. His medical advisers, however, object 
to his taking outdoor exercise at present. 

Siz JosepH WHITWELL Pzase, M.P., has recovered from 
the severe fall he had some time ago when in the hunting 
field. { 

Mapame Carnot intends on Christmas Eve to have for 
her 400 youthful guests, invited through the Mayors of 
Paris, a Christmas tree laden with toys and useful presenta, 
There will be also for each child a Savings’ Bank book with 
an inscription of a ten franc investment. 

Tue youthful guests are to be fetched from the different 
mairies of Paris in omnibuses hired by the President, and 
to be taken back to them after the party in batches of 


twenty. In addition to the Savings’ Bank book with an 


entry for ten francs, Madame Carnot will present to each 
boy a toy gun and a warm cape with a hood ; and each girl 
is to be given a doll and a woollen garment; and there will 
be boxes of sweetmeats for all, to say nothing of 

trifles which are to be taken from the Christmas tree. 

batch of twenty will be presented to the President and 
Madame Carnot by a Mayor or vice-Mayor in the green 
house. They will then be shown to places in the elegant 
little theatre of the Elysée, where there will be a suitable 
entertainment. Then follows the Christmas tree. 
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TO OUR READERS. 


We are glad to be able to announce that arrangements have 
now been made with Messrs. W. H. Smith and Son for the sale 
of The Women’s Gazette at the Bookstalls of the principal Railway 
Stations, Any complaints should be sent to us, 
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Ar this season of the year most people are prepared 
to lay aside work and devote themselves to the social 
gatherings, which, especially in large families, are the 
order of the day. There is a great deal of hard work, 
too, that grows out of pleasure, and for some weeks 
past, philanthropic women have been collecting the 
money for and arranging Christmas dinners for the 
poor, and good-natured mothers and maiden aunts 
have been trimming Christmas trees for little visitors. 
Sometimes the festivity seems hardly worth the time, 
and labour, and money expended in its preparation. 
At any rate, there can be little energy left for such 
political work as most of our Associations have in 
hand, and we must not be surprised if attendance at 
our meetings falls off a little during the holidays. 

It is not impossible to make use of the special 


' -thoughts uppermost in people’s minds just now. To 


drag in our political views out of time and place 
-would be of course unwise, but there is no objection 
to pointing a moral at the right moment if it can be 
done with tact. Many English landlords make a 
practice of showing some real sympathy for their 
poorer neighbours at Christmas, and on well-managed 
estates it is a common thing for some means being 
found to convey a token of general good feeling from 
the great house to every little cottage. If landlords 
of this stamp are reminded just now of the action of 
Olphert, who has deprived the poor islanders of a 
Christmas fire by pitching their turf into the wet 
ditches, surely a feeling of disgust and indignation 
would be aroused. Thecontrast between the extreme 
poverty of the Irish tenants and the comparatively well- 
to-do condition of our own farmers is never more 
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striking than at Christmas time, when we defy the 
weather by drawing round huge fires and indulge our- 
selves with comforts and luxuries unknown at any other 


“}; time. 
“21s. Apart, too, from good living and warm fires there is 
‘| glow of goodwill apparent everywhere in England 


during Christmas week. Charles Dickens has described 
this national characteristic in many of his books, but 
especially in his Christmas Carols. Unless one is 
hopelessly despondent and cantankerous, there must be 
a kindly feeling towards most people one meets or 
thinks about at Christmas time. In Ireland this cannot 
be so, because the breach between the governors and 
the governed is too deep and wide. The Donegal tenant, 
shivering in his cold and dark cabin,will have no kindly 
feeling for the landlord who has caused his misery, or 
for Balfour and the police who have allowed the land- 
lord to do so. The poor woman left alone with her 
little children and thinking of her husband sitting 
alone in a prison cell will have nothing but bitterness 
in her heart for the people who have put him there. 
The pleasant interchange of good wishes and kind 
attentions which make an English Christmas such a 
wholesome thing and bring people together whose 
opposing interests may have tended to separate them 
have no place in Irish society as between class and 
class. The landlords may meet together and grumble 
over Mr. Gladstone and reduced rents, and the poor 
tenants we know do their utmost to comfort one another 
by a friendship so close and faithful that even a separa- 
tion of thousands of miles will not break it. But 
between class and class there is no interchange of good 
feeling at this or any other season, and this one fact 
alone should be sufficient to convince any thoughtful 
Englishman that the state of Ireland is rotten. We 
do not believe that the sorrows of Ireland will be 
forgotten by our Liberal women even in the hurry of 
this gay time. The happy family groups, the cheerful 
dinner tables, the merry evenings will only serve to 
impress them with the sacred duty that lies upon all of 
us to continue the work we have taken up until we can 
say that Ireland as much as England has a fair chance 
of a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 


Ir is with the very greatest regret that we have to 
record the death of Robert Browning, at Venice, in 
his 78th year. We can ill afford to lose his wholesome 
and cheery philosophy which he s0 skilfully applies to 
all things human. His is no optimism, teaching that 
whatever is, is the best that could be, but an optimism 
that teaches all to do what they can towards the im- 
provement and progress of the world and that makes 
of value the least act towards that end by the most 
obscure person. 

“The common problem, yours, mine, every one’s, 
Is not to fancy what were fair in life 
Provided it could be ; but finding first 
What may be, then find how to make it fair 
Up to our means.” 


The family had wished to bury him in Florence beside 
his wife, but a telegram was received stating that the 
English nation desires to have the remains brought 
to be buried at Westminster Abbey. The body was 
therefore brought from Venice to London on Tuesday 
last. 


Miss Pickwortu’s election to the Spalding School 
Board is matter for hearty congratulation to the Board ; 
we are less sure about the congratulations to her. 
Women who are really active, as she is, in our Asso- 
ciations have their hands full enough; and are so 
important to our organisations that we grudge their 
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absorption in the important—but undoubtedly, at this 
moment, secondary—work of education. Politics in 
the ena Sek oa ae evidently in a healthy con- 
dition from the Li point of view. The following | pesdays, beginning Wednesday, January 

analysis of the votes from the Spalding Guardian:} at 4.30 pan. Tickets for the moutest 5a. rite Ate 
augurs well for Mr. Halley Stewart’s renewed and | 1s.6d. The firstlecture will be open to all. i ere 
increased majority at the next election. The total | and gentlemen wishing to attend are requested to send 
number of votes cast for the Liberal candidates was | their names to Miss Lilian James, 87, Finchley Road 
5,888 ; for the Conservatives, 2,217; Liberal majority | N.W., Hon. Sec. of the Hampstead W. L. A. | : 
8,671. The total number of voters who recorded for 
Liberal candidates, 1,857 ; for Conservative candidates, 
775; Liberal majority, 1,082. 


A course of six lectures on Free Trade willbe iven 
by Miss Janet Case, at 9, Swiss Terrace, opposi Sviss 
Cottage Station, London, N.W., on consecutive Wed- 


Ir is with deep sorrow that we record the death of 
Mrs. Spencer Beesly, the wife of Professor Beesly. 
She died at her residence, 58, Warrington Crescent, 
Maida Vale, on December 11th. We hope to publish 
a short memoir of her useful life in a subsequent 
number of this paper. She was buried on Saturday 
morning at Paddington Cemetery. Among the many 
tributes of affection and respect was a wreath of 
flowers sent by the Members of the Paddington 
Women’s Liberal Association. 

Tue following version of an old Irish song was 
written by Mrs. Beesly some time ago. It appeared 
in the Home Rule Union Journal, and was afterwards 
printed as a leaflet :— 

THE WEARING OF THE GREEN. 
(New Version.) 
O! Paddy dear, and did you hear the news that’s 
going round, 
Of what the English strangers tell who come on Irish 
ground ? 
They say the English people is waking up at last, 
That North and South, and East and West, the truth 
is spreading fast ; 
That English hearts for Irish woes thrill with in- 
dignant shame, 
That English meetings ring with cheers at brave 
O’Brien’s name ; 
And that all England over a strange new sight is seen, 
For English men and women too are wearing now the 
Green. 


This message comes from England: Dear brothers, 
far too long 

Our rulers in the people’s name have done you cruel 
wrong. 

For ages they have blinded us, but now at last we see, 

And vow that we will never rest till Ireland is free. , 

No longer shall she suffer, and strong in Freedom’s 
cause, 

We'll sweep this Government away and its accursed 
laws. 

Again shall Ireland never see the horrors she has seen ; 

We pledge our truth to Ireland by the wearing of the 
Green. 


COMPETITION NO. 2. 
Tue Prize Editor awards the Prize to 

Miss Caroning Oanpier, Hyrst Hof, South Park Hill 
Road, Croydon, for the following game. 

I send directions for a simple but very interesting game, 
which possesses several advantages for the present season— 
viz., that it requires no accessories, and can be played in the 
dusk around the fire by any number of persons, either old 
or young. 

The first in the circle thinks of some word, and gives the 

first letter; the next player adds another letter, and the 
player who completes the word forfeits one count. Whena 
player has completed six words, he is out of the game, 
which is continued until but one player is left, who thus 
wins. 
Suppose the first player thinks of the word imagination ; 
he gives the first letter I.; the next, thinking perhaps of 
impossible, gives the letter M.; the next, thinking of 
impracticable, gives P. This forms a complete word, imp, 
and if the nezt player.notice this, he says “ Imp,” and one 
is forfeited. If, however, he does not notice it but continues 
the word, the defaulter escapes. We will suppose that he 
does not see it, but adds A (for impartial) the next adds 
R, and the next, who cannot think of any other word, 
reluctantly adds T, when the succeeding player at once 
cries, “Impart,” and he forfeits a count. The point 
of the game consists in giving a letter to which 
it will be difficult for the next player to add without 
completing the word. A clever player will, before 
adding his letter, calculate whether the word 
he has in mind will end at himself. If the player 
cannot think of any word commencing with letters already 
given, he may challenge the previous player to give 
the word in his mind. If he cannot do this he loses 
a mark; if he can the challenger loses one, and 
another word is commenced. A player may sometimes save 
himself by giving a letter at random, with a confident air, 
when the next player, seeing a word, may continue it, or he 
may give it up, without challenging the previous player. 
A word of two letters counts. 


COMPETITION NO. 38. 

The best double acrostic on Tenants’ Defence. To be sent 
to the Prize Editor, 5, Danes Inn, W.C., not later than 
January 15th. Six stamps must be enclosed and the full 
name and address of the competitor. Also this paragraph. | The weary days are full of woe—your martyrdom is 

SS long ; 
But ich hearts are steadfast, and Irish courage strong. 
Your foes are failing, and your friends are strengthen- 
ing day by day ; 
The clouds of grief are drifting fast—we see the dawn- 


Tue Brrcu-rop.—Flogging in Schools is the refuge 
of the weak, ignorant, or lazy teacher. It is still far 
too common in England, especially in Elementary 
Schools, where it brutalises alike the teacher and the 
taught. The Paris correspondent of Truth says 
“that since its use in schools has become illegal in 
France, teachers were at the trouble to give clear 
explanations to their pupils. Wherever corporal pun- 
ishment was admitted, teachers relied on it rather than 
on intelligible explanations. It was so troublesome to 
teach in a way to be understood, and it was so easy to 
flog !” 


ing ray. ees 
Oh! brothers dear with patience yet a little while 
endure, ; ; 
The bitter wrongs shall end at last, the victory 1s sure. 
At last we know each others’ hearts. What foe dare 
come between ? 
We'll wreathe the Shamrock with the Rose, and wear 
the Red and Green. 
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CHRISTMAS GAMES. 
To THE Eprror or “ THe Women’s GaAzeETTE.” 


Madam,—We tried an a iongany last year which turned 
t 


out such a capital success 


1 means deeoe te oer F 
wish I had written to you earlier on the subject, but as if. 


suits Twelfth Night as well as Christmas Day, perhaps your. 
readers will still be in time to try it for themselves. I 
must explain to you first of all that we are a large family, 
six girls and five boys, and three of my sisters are married. 
Wewereall er last Christmas and two of my brothers- 
in-law brought friends to add to the family , and 
besides that we had some cousins staying with us. We 
numbered 35 grown people and eleven young ones under 14. 
¥ donot think our gre wonld be this lost amusing with a 


small party. 
ee sisters and I dressed a number of dolls, about 60, in 
the of well-known people. We had Mr. Balfour 


with 1 legs, Mr. Chamberlain with a paper orchid, 
Mr. Glaistone with a cardboard collar, Mrs. Gladstone 
with an Irish white lace shawl, Lady Salisbury with a 
primrose brooch, Mr. Diggle and Mrs. Besant, and all 
sorts of others. We made some dolls of cardboard with a 
ars head taken fron the caricature groups sold in town. 

is is the best way if you cannot put anything very 
characteristic in the costume. We put our dolls on a 
aan but it would do just as well to have them in 
a box. 

Before dinner we lit up the tree and drew lots in the 
usual way with numbered tickets, and each guest got a doll. 
That was his or her character for the evening, and they had 
to talk accordingly. To make it go better we allowed 
exchanges to be made, but when once we sat down to dinner 
no more exchanges were possible. The talk was very funny 
and a good many forfeits had to be paid by those who 
forgot. For instance, one young man was Mr. Gladstone, 
and he paid two forfeits, being a great Tory and saying 
things against Home Rule. The forfeits were only 
wae ets and they were collected for our school treat. 

believe we might have very good fun with a debating 
club in this way. Instead of the s es being all pre- 
pared or written beforehand it would be more amusing io 
draw lots for characters, and speak on one side or the 
other according to the character drawn. If this plan 
succeeds with our debating society, I will send you an 
account of the proceedings. 

I remain, 
Yours faithfully, 
A W.L.F. MemBer. 


WOMEN’S FRANCHISE. 
To tHE Epitor oF “THE Women’s GazETTE.” 


Madam,—Will you allow me through your columns to 
state in a reply to the letter, December 14th, that I regret 
any inaccuracy in the definition of the different Women’s 
Su Societies. I must ask Miss Becker to observe that 
there is not the slightest reference to thenumbersof members 
in these societies. All occupy important positions, and their 
relative numerical strength has no relation to the argument 
contained in my paper. 

I placed the Society with which Miss Becker is connected 
first in the list, as it is the oldest, and 1 regret if the exact 
name was not correctly stated. The information that other 
societies exist only strengthens my argument that while 
there is such diversity of opinion amongst the Leaders of 
the Suffrage Movement, it would be impossible for our 
Federation to decide which section to join. 

It will no doubt greatly promote the suffrage cause if all 
sections can unite on a Bill before Parliament. My paper 
does not deal with the possible future, but with how the 
question exists before the public at present. 

Having been pressed to read my paper at the Manchester 
Conference, I may take this opportunity of stating that I 
declined to do so, not wishing to open up a question for 
which there was obviously no time for discussion, and I 
cordially unite with those of your readers who hope that 
some plan may be arrived at in future by which there shall 
be opportunity for some comments on the papers before the 


nference, 
Yours faithfully, 
Sopnia J. Fry. 


MRS. GLADSTONE AT FORD BANK 


On ple arg é morning, December wa to give we) Liberals 
of the Hyde Division an opportunity of seeing guesta, 
Mr. Ashton threw open his — Fully 2,000 persons 


k of his ae NS soon as the visitors reached 
4 Didsbury they proceed to the park. Mrs. Gladstone con- 


sented to receive a deputation from the Hyde W. L. A. 


ibbert said : 
the Hyde Women’s Liberal Association, have very 
pleasure in presenting you with this bouquet as a slight 
remembrance of your visit to Didsbury. It is one of the 
objects of our Association to promote just legislation for 
women and children, and I think I may say for all the 
members of our Association that we will do all in our power 
to help those who are working for your husband and our 
dearly beloved leader, Mr. Gladstone. I have extreme 
pleasure in asking you to eee bouquet, 

Mrs. Gladstone replied: This is quite an 
present. As I said at the meeting yesterday I am not one 
to make speeches, but my heart speaks for all the kindness 
I have met with since I have been in Manchester. Still 
after all the work the Ladies’ Associations have achieved, 
how much is there to be done! The reception which the 
heart of Lancashire here has given to my husband calls to 
my memory an incident which took place many . It 
was one summer's evening in the month of July when a 

egram came ing that ladstone had lost the 
election at Oxford University. I remember the case so 
well, and can think of the sweet smells of the flowers of 
that July as we sat in the Library at Hawarden. As soon 
as the news came Mr. Gladstone went off directly and wrote 
out his address for South-East Lancashire, and he was off 
in a few hours, and I may say that ina few more hours I 
followed. I need not tell you howthegreat heart of Lancashire 
received him with triumph. Now it has, unfortunately, 
as we know, lately been indifferent. You will all work, 
won't you? (The company earnestly replied “Yes.”) I 
think last night’s meeting in the Free Trade Hall showed 
how the tide is turning. It is turning in the happiest way, 
because it is turning from conviction, it is turning from 
education. The people now understand the wrongs of 
Ireland ; they did not understand them, years ago. I thank 
all you ladies very much for your kindness. I shall take 
this bouquet home. Do you know, I have got some dear 
old ladies in a little home beside the Orphanageat Hawarden, 
and I shall decorate them with these nice roses. But I 
think I must decorate myself, too. I suppose you have 
come some distance from Hyde. I must not forget our 
kind host here, whose son, I hope, is to be your Member. 
I hope all will go well, for I think there are encouraging 
signs. The division cannot refuse such a good candidate as 
Mr. Thomas Gair Ashton. I must tell you we have been 
treated so kindly here, and are so happy. I will now say 
good-bye to you all, 

The deputation then had a good hearty shake of the hand 
with Mrs. Gladstone, and just as they were leaving the 
room she called back Mrs. Moss, and said she believed she 
was @ great temperance worker, and very anxious on the 
subject. 


DratH oF Mrs. J. E. Repmonp.—Our readers will share 
with us to-day the deep regret and sympathy with which 
we announce the death of Mrs. Redmond, the wife of the 
popular Member for Wexford. The sad event took place on 
the 12th inst. at Mr. Redmond’s residence, Upper Fitz- 
william Street. It was painfully sudden. Up till within 
the last day or two Mrs. Redmond was in the best of health 
—full of life and spirits and the good humour and bright- 
ness with which all her friends at all times associated her. 
Mr. Redmond left home a couple of days previously to 
attend the Leinster Winter Assizes at Nenagh, and then 
Mrs. Redmond was quite well. On his return to Dublin he 
was met with the sad news of his wife’s death in |her con- 
finement. Mrs. Redmond was the daughter of Irish- 
Australian parents, her father, Mr. Dalton, being one of 
the best friends the old country has at the Antipodes. It 
was during Mr. Redmond’s visit with his brother, Mr. 
William Redmond, M.P., to Australia, that he met Miss 
Dalton. Mrs. Redmond had endeared herself to many of 
the English visitors to Ireland. 
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TOYS. 
Tue Exhibition of Truth Toys, which was held on Monday 
and Tuesday last at the Grosvenor Gallery, consisted of over 
22,000 toys, and the number of dollsapproached 5,000. They 
were all dressed, some of them very beautifully indeed. Six 


pyramids of dolls were surmounted by large grotesque heads, : |. 


which seasonably smacked of pantomime. Sixty-five largeand. 
very handsome dolls were magnificently dressed. A bridal 
doll, with a train of six little blue bridesmaids, a Puritan 
figure in yellow with smocked white sleeves and kerchief, 
and a group of smaller dolls representing the Yeomen of the 
Guard, with Beef-eater hats, ruffs, staves, and medals com- 
plete, were very pretty. One lady contributed no less than 
350 dolls of her own dressing. 

The largest room in the galleries had its walls lined with 
toys. At the further end was an enormous trophy sur- 
mounted by flags, and formed of every kind of plaything and 
a variety of animals, most of which roared or squeaked ac- 
cording to their kind. A cow with her calf “moo” in the 
most lifelike manner, the mother with a deeper cadence, and 
the calf in a baby treble. A cat’s tea-party on being wound 
up makes each of the small, white, feline guests lift her cup 
to her lips and mew. A large white rabbit rataplans upon 
a big drum, and cocks his ears in a knowing way. This is to 
be one of the gifts to the hospital wards, where it will 
remain “a thing of beauty” and “a joy for ever” to the 
little patients. The smaller playthings areto be given them 
for their very own. 

Among the home-made toys one shows all the details of 
a ‘country fair, with the cattle in pens,caravans, shows, 
houses, booths, and people. On being wound up, the merry- 
go-rounds begin to work as well as the various “shows,” in- 
cluding the inevitable “fat lady.” An exquisitely finished 

up represents a new baby in nurse's arms, with a wonder- 
ful little miniature bassinette near at hand. Three small 
sisters are viewing the new arrival with mingled feelings, 
two of them looking extremely serious, and evidently suffer- 
ing from the pangs of jealousy. ‘“Charmian,” arrayed in 
Oriental style, is provided with a bedstead made of empty 
cotton reels enamelled white, and supplied with beautifully- 
made bed clothes. A boat manned with boys and girls in 
nautical costume, a little straw-plaiter with all the implements 
of her work about her, and a baker’s shop with the windows 
full of loaves, biscuits, and cakes are also well done. 

Ten thousand Christmas crackers have been presented by 
Tom Smith. 10,000 new sixpenses have been sent in for 
distribution, and on the whole there is a splendid collection 
of happiness for the little ones in hospitals and work- 
houses. 


WOMEN’S LIBERAL FEDERATION. 
23, QuEEN Anne's Gate, S.W. 


ASTON.—A meeting of the above Association took 
place on Thursday evening, December 12th, at the Liberal 
Club, under the presidency of Miss Rowe (Hon. Sec.), when 
a paper was read by Mrs. G. Rollason, of Erdington, on 
“ Liberal Legislation during the last fifty years.” Amongst 
those present were Mrs. W. E. Cook, Mrs. A. Taylor, 
Mrs. A. O. Bishop, and Mrs. Noaks. Mrs. Rollason’s paper, 
which was replete with interesting information, was much 
appreciated. At the close a hearty vote of thanks was 
accorded, and a similar compliment was paid to Miss Rowe 
for presiding. 

BIRMINGHAM.—The second of a series of monthly 
discussion meetings was held on Wednesday, December 11th, 


Ireland by helping forward 
‘A short discussion followed, and at the close 


other Liberal measures was 
presided, and amongst those present were Mr. C. Townsend, 


Mr. J. Coulthard, Mr. H. Lewis, Mrs. Swann (President of 
the North Branch Bristol Women’s Liberal Association), 
Mrs. J. H. Perry, and Miss Tanner.—In o 


pening the 


. proceedings Mrs. Tanner, having called attention to the 
| ‘objects of the meeting, said if there was one thi 
than another which divided in a clear line the policy of the 
two great political parties of the country it was the per- 
sistent determination of the Tory party to ignore the lessons 
of history. Referring to the question of the enfranchise- 
ment of women, the s 
to say that public opinion was gradually coming to recognise 
the justice of giving to women a voice in the administration 
of public affairs Mrs. J. H. Perry moved the following 
resolution: “That this meetin 
the continued coercive policy of the 
Ireland, and condemns the system of jury 
applied at the trial of the Gweedore prisoners at - 
borough ; it also records its unwavering confidence in the 
Liberal 
Lewis seconded the resolution, which 
supported.—Mr. Harvey, a member of the Irish Protestant 
Home Rule Association, supported the resolution, which was 
then put to the meeting and carried unanimously.—Miss 
Tanner moved : “That this meeting, believing in the great 
Liberal principle of the right of self-government, desires 
that the Parliamentary franchise should be extended to all 


er said she was happy to be able 


strongly protests against 
vernment towards 
, as 


policy of conciliation and justice.”—Mr. Harold 
r. Charles Townsend 


roperly-qualified women.”—Mrs. Clarke seconded the reso- 
ution, and it was carried.—Before the commencement of 


the proceedings a pianoforte recital was given by Mrs. 
Clarke, and later in the evening Miss Phelps gave a 


recitation. 


CROYDON.—On Friday afternoon, December 13th, a 


crowded meeting of the South Ward Branch of the Croydon 
W. L. A. assembled at the invitation of Mrs. Grimwade, 
their President, at the South Croydon Liberal Olub, to hear 
an address from Miss Janet EK. Case. The chair was 
taken by Dr. Hobson, President of the Croydon Branch of 
the Home Rule Union. Miss Case gave an address embody- 
ing “ Facts about Gweedore,” the knowledge of which she 
had acquired during her visit to that part of Ireland last 
summer, and her description of the lives of the inhabitants 
was touching in the extreme, 
with earnest attention, and the meeting was concluded by 


The address was listened to 


the singing of some popular Liberal songs. 

CHELMSFORD.—On November 28th a meeting was 

held at the Public Hall, to hear an address from Miss 
Conybeare (sister of Mr. C. A. V. Conybeare, argh 3 
the Maryborough trials and evictions in Gweedore. Mr. W. 
W. Duffield presided, and was supported on the platform by 
Miss Conybeare (President of the Association), Miss Christy 
(hon. sec.), Mrs. Ambrose Darby, Mrs. Munnion, and Mrs. 
Impey. ere was a good attendance.—Miss Conybeare 
first made an appeal on behalf of the W. L. A., which, she 
said, they were very anxious should spread largely in 
Chelmsford. They desired that rich and poor should join 
hands and work together. It was an association for educat- 
ing women in the political questions of the day, in order that 
when the time came they might use their influence on the 
icht side. She then described the trial of Father McFadden 
at Maryborough, which she witnessed. A number of slides 
were then thrown upon a screen from a limelight lantern, 
Miss Conybeare giving a graphic description of the Gweedore 
evictions. Subsequently coffee and buns at one penny per 
head were discussed. During the evening several pieces 
were played on a pianoforte. The usual votes of 
were . 
CHESTERFIELD DIVISION.—In order to increase 
the funds and provide means for a season’s work, a 
concert was given under the auspices of this Association. 
The concert was under the patronage of Mrs. Gladstone 
and many of the Vice-Presidents of the Federation. John 
Farmer, Esq., of Balliol College, Oxford, and his talented 
daughter gave the audience a great treat. Frauléin 
Giitjahr, who will doubtless be a favourite vocalist at next 
season’s “* At Homes,” has a splendid contralto voice, and 
well merits the position her name holds in the musical 
world. A good programme was given to a very appreciative 
audience. 

DONCASTER.—The monthly meeting of this Association 
was held at the Co-operative Hall, Spring Gardens, on | 
Tuesday, the 10th inst.—Mrs. Nicholson presided, and gave 
a most interesting recitation—At the request of the 
members, Mr. Featherston kindly postponed his address 
until the next meeting—The Secretary gave a very 
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encouraging account of the result of visiting done by the 
committee, showing a increase of members during the 
os Nettleton read a speech delivered by the 
» W. Tuckwell to the Leamington Women’s Liberal. 
Association, which was highly appreciated.—Mrs. Hall, one + 
of the delegates who represented the Doncaster Women’s: 
Liberal Association at Darlington, gave a most interesting 
and well-informed paper on the business done at the confer- 
ence.—Miss Willans proposed that the following resolu- 
tionZshould be forwarded to the Countess of Aberdeen, and 
was [seconded by Mrs. Andrews: “That this meeting 
expresses its deep sympathy with Lady Aberdeen in her sick- 
ness, which necessitates her withdrawal from the great and 
grand work which she has been doing for the Liberal party, 
and hopes that she will ily recover, so that she may 
return soon to the field of labour which at this time so 
sorely needs all such talented workers.”—A vote of thanks 
to Mrs. Nicholson for presiding concluded the meeting. 
PULHAM.—The annual general meeting was held on 
the 9th at the hall of the Fulham Liberal Club. Lady 
Dilke, the President, occupied the chair, and there was a 
very good attendance.—Lady Dilke, in opening the pro- 
i said as this was their first annual meeting at which 
she the pleasure of presiding, she was going to say a few 
words on what a W. L. A. was. It was really like a little 
army enlisted in the cause of Liberal principles. They had 
their President, who ought to be, if she was not, a good 
General, who ought to keep up communications with the out- 
side world, and who ought to be able to bring help from people 
around. The President had to go to all the big meetings, and 
tell them, as far as possible, the things which were going on 
outside. That was, she considered, the duty of the President. 
They had an excellent system in Prussia called the intelli- 
gence department. The vice-presidents ought to be the 
intelligence department of the Association. The ladies who 
were the vice-presidents had all to be on the qui vive. They 
had an executive committee, the members of which were 
like the general staff; the treasurer, the commigsariat ; and 
the hon. secretary, who was the clerk. There was a great 
deal of clerical work to be done in connection with the 
Association, and she had found that Mrs. Mole did it very 
well. The Ward Secretaries were the commanding officers 
over the different regiments. She wanted to make the Ward 
Secretaries responsible in each Ward, and to try to find out 
what the members of the Ward liked to have information 
about, and not to depend on the executive committee or the 
President and Vice-Presidents, but to hold meetings of their 
own for mutual improvement and information. They had 
all to do their part. They could make the work of the Ward 
Secretary very light. If they had one lady volunteer to take 
one street, and see who were the Liberal women in that 
street, or interested in Liberal questions, she thought they 
would be, as they all wished to be, an enormous help to the 
men’s big Liberal Association ; and, after all, that was what 
they had in view. They wanted to help them, and inform 
themselves in such a way that they could work on equal terms. 
—Mrs. Mole, the hon. sec., read the annual report, which 
recorded a considerable amount of work accomplished during 
the past year, and that a large number of members 
had joined the Association. They had been much en- 
couraged to persevere in their work by the very good feeling 
which existed between their Association and the Liberal 
Club and the Men’s Liberal Association. During September 
last five delegates were chosen to attend a meeting convened 
by the Liberal Association and clubs of old Chelsea, for the 
urpose of recommending candidates for the London School 
Board election. In February of the present year it was 
suggested by their President that cottage or drawing-room 
meetings should be held in the different Wards, and meetings 
were organised.—On the motion of Mrs. Cornwall, seconded 
by: Miss Stevens, the report was unanimously adopted.— Miss 
Abraham read the balance-sheet, which showed that the 
receipts amounted to £54 16s., the payments to £41 5s., 
and the balance to £13 15s. 7d.—Mrs. Morant moved, and 
Mrs. Butler seconded, the adoption of the balance-sheet. 
—On the proposition of Mrs. Morant, seconded by Mrs. 
Cooper, Mrs. Kesterton and Miss Alice Barter were 
appointed as auditors.—Mrs. Cornwall next moved “That 
Lady Dilke be asked to retain her position as President of 
this Association, and that the thanks of the members be 
offered to her for her devotion to the cause of the Association 
during the past year.” She said they all knew that Lady 
Dilke had worked to make the Association what it was.— 
The motion was carried by acclamation. Mrs. Kesterton 
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posed, and Mrs. Gasser seconded, that the following 
ies be elected Vice-Presidents of the Association: 
Lady Stevenson, Lady Cunynghame, Miss Orme, Mrs. E. A. 
Cornwall, Mrs. Cotton, . Goodacre, Miss Feret, Mrs. 
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* Norris, and Mrs. Butler.—The motion was agreed to.—On 


ition of Mrs. Pite,. seconded by Miss Stevens, 
ies were elected the members of the Executive 
Committee.—It was moved by Miss Abraham, and seconded 
by Mrs. Mole, that the following ladies be elected Ward 
Secretaries: Mrs. Pite, Hurlingham; Mrs. Morant, Walham 
Ward; Mrs. Barter, Town Ward; Miss Barter and Miss 
Stevens, Baron’s Court ; Mrs. Kesterton, Moore Park Ward. 
Miss Abraham was chosen as treasurer, on the motion of 
Mrs. Goodacre, seconded by Mrs. Veale.—Lady Dilke stated 
that according to the rules a special meeting had to be 
called for the election of hon. secretary—The meeting then 


terminated. 

GLASGOW AND WEST OF SCOTLAND.— 
Meetings were held last week in three of the Divisions of 
Glasgow, at each of which branches of this large Association 
were formed under happy auspices, which promise a large 
measure of success in the future. The meeting on Wednes- 
day evening in the Camlachie Division was presided over 
by Mr. Gair Ramsay; that on Thursday afternoon, in the 
Tradeston Division, by Mr. M. 8. Wilson; that on Friday 
evening, in the Central Division, by Mr. George Lancaster. 
The meetings were addressed by Mrs. Lindsay, Mr. and 
Mrs. Gilbert Beith, Mrs. M. Greenlees, Mrs. Byles (Brad- 
ford), &c. Sir Charles Tennant wrote regretting his absence, 
and enclosed a handsome contribution to the funds. Many 
new members were enrolled, and several active politicians 
and organisers in Glasgow heartily supported the move- 
ment. 

HORNSEY.— On Tuesday, December 10th, an address 
was given by Mr. Carvell Williams entitled “ My visit to 
Ireland.—The chair was taken by Mrs. Hurry, who briefly 
introduced the speaker.—Mr. Carvell Williams, in a few 
introductory words, said that he had been a member of the 
Western Section of the Home Rule deputation to Ireland, 
and though their work was heavy, owing to the small 
number of speakers, it had been to them a labour of love. 
He referred to the great value of the services rendered by 
the ladies, especially Lady Sandhurst, Hon. Mrs. Ponsonby, 
Mrs. Bateson, Mrs. Byles, and Miss Cobden, whose speeches 
had greatly delighted the Irish people. He had been much 
impressed with the large and enthusiastic audiences, number- 
ing never less than 4,000 and on one occasion 20,000 ; there 
had never been the slightest disorder and this he attributed 
to the complete absence of the police——A vote of thanks 
was accorded Mr. Williams at the close of his address, 
moved by Mrs. Hindley, and seconded by the Rev. J. Corbin. 

HURST.—On the 9th a meeting was held. The chair 
was occupied by Councillor Cooke, and there were also on 
the platform Mr. W. Woodall, M.P. for Hanley, Councillor 
Park, Mr. Williams, Mr. Pleasants, Mr. J. D. Hibbert, 
Mr. Jepson, and a number of ladies connected with the 
Association.—The Chairman said that the Hurst W.L.A. 
was doing extremely good work in helping the Liberal 
cause.—Mr. Woodall, M.P., who was received with cheers, 
said he was personally very much interested in these com- 
paratively new movements, which were bringing women as 
a great political and social force into the guidance of their 
public affairs. He had the honour to represent a con- 
stituency in which the preponderance of strong Liberal 
opinion was very great, and, perhaps, for that reason they 
had hitherto neglected the organisation of women. It was 
never too late to mend, and his friends were endeavouring 
to make up for their lost time in this respect. He was glad 
therefore to come to Hurst to learn alesson which he hoped 
might be a guide in some degree for his friends in the 
Potteries. He congratulated them on the success that had 
attended their efforts. He knew they were fortunate in 
an excellent hon. sec., for he could assure them that when 
Mrs. Williams was beguiled from her own town she was 
felt to be a great loss to the neighbourhood there, and 
they were perfectly certain she would be a great gain to 
the people in Hurst. Mr. Woodall then spoke of Ireland, 
and referred with great respect to Father McFadden.— 
Mr. J. D. Hibbert moved: “That this meeting protests 
against the misconduct of public affairs by the Government 
of Lord Salisbury, particularly in his coercive administration 
of exceptional laws in the sister country, and its cynical 
indifference to the sufferings of oppressed nations 1 
Armenia and Crete. It further affirms its unabated con- 
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fidence in Mr. Gladstone, and its gratitude to the great 
Liberal leader for his services to the cause of justice and 
good government.”—Mr. Herbert Williams seconded the 
resolution, and it was carried.—Councillor Park pro a. 
vote of thanks to Mr. Woodall.—Mrs. Hannam seconded 
the resolution.—(Mr. Woodall had to leave before this).— 
Mrs. Moss, of Hyde, supported the motion. She said she 
believed women ought to have the Parliamentary franchise, 
and Mr. Woodall was the man who had marshalled that 
question in the House of Commons. Mrs. Moss proceeded 
to refer to Hurst as the place of her birth, and that old 
school and the adjoining chapel as places with sacred 
memories to her. She had often wanted to be invited to 
come to Hurst, because she would rather speak to an 
audience in Hurst than anywhere else. The first word she 
had to say to them was, “Try and educate yourselves in 
political thought.” She had been thinking of the time when 
Mr. John Whittaker took them to the bazaar in Manchester 
in aid of the repeal of the corn laws. That put a spark of 
political life into some of them, She used to read the 
papers then. At that time Sir Robert Peel was the Prime 
Minister, and her father used to say to her, “ Now, come, 
Martha, and let me hear what Bobby says.” The leading 
family in Hurst then were Liberal to the core. Women’s 
education had been neglected simply because they had not 
been thought of as much value as men. More had been 
thought of a baby boy than of a baby girl. The girls had 
worked from early dawn till late at night to keep the house 
together, and the sons had had the cream. The sons had 
married and gone off, and the daughters were left at forty 
the same as they were at twenty. They had no better 
prospects. She knew a gentleman who was married in 1880, 
and who said, “If I must choose what family my wife and 
I should have born to us I would choose six sons.” His 
wife said, “Eh, my, what for?” He said, stretching him- 
self up, “ Then I would train six voters.” The women were 
nowhere. They must keep knocking at the door of the 
House of Commons until they got the vote. She regarded 
it as the voice of God that was calling upon the women of 
England to wake up and take their rightful place in the 
Government of the country.—The motion was carried.— 
Mrs. Williams moved, and Mrs. Whittaker seconded, a vote 
of thanks to Mrs. Moss and Dr. Cooke, and this having been 
passed and responded to the meeting broke up. 
HYDE.—On Tuesday evening, November 26th, Mrs 
A. T. Hibbert, the newly-appointed President of the 
Hyde Women’s Liberal Association, delivered her first 
address before a large attendance of members. Mrs. 
Hibbert is the third President of the Association, her 
predecessors being Mrs. Dowson and Mrs. Bryce. Her 
address on Tuesday was specially appropriate, dealing 
principally with women’s place and work in politics. In 
undertaking a position of so much responsibility, Mrs. 
Hibbert is deserving of the sympathy and help of every 
member of the Association. We trust she will receive it, 
and that the work of the Society, successful as it has 
been, will in the future be carried on with still greater 
advantage to the members of the Liberal party generally. 
On Thursday evening a well-attended meeting, under the 
auspices of the Association, was held in Union-street 
Schools, when the Rev. J. Wayman delivered a lecture 
on “Gladstone's glorious fourscore years,” Mrs. Hibbert, 
the President, occupying the chair. 
HAMPSTEAD.—The annual general meeting was held 
on Tuesday, December 10th, Mrs. F. Maitland, M.L.S.B., in 
the chair. The report showed a fair increase of members, the 
total numbering 251, and gave a satisfactory account of the 
‘social evenings arranged by the Women’s Committee and 
the course of lectures on “ English and Irish Land,” given 
during the summer by Miss Orme, LL.B. The election of 
officers of the Women’s Committee, of seven representatives 
to the Central Committee of the Association, and of 
delegates to the Council of the W.L.F. then took place. At 
the conclusion of the business proceedings, Miss Hagemann 
read a paper on “ Women’s Work in Liberal Associations.” 
The proceedings closed with a vote of thanks to the reader 
of the paper. : 
IPS WICH.—The second annual meeting of the Ipswich 
Women’s Liberal Association was held at the Public Hall 
on Friday evening, December 13th. The Society now 
numbers more than 2,000 members, and there was @ large 
attendance of members and friends. The chair was taken 
by Lady Stevenson (President of the Association), who was 
loudly cheered as she came upon the platform, with Lady 
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Sandhurst, and others.—The President, i i 
meeting, said that when she had last the lsadtte, al hy ‘. 
oa ago, of taking the chair at the annual meeting of their 
: Women’s Liberal Association, she was able to congratulate 
‘the members on the increase in their numbers, on the 
vitality of their organisation, and on the soundness of the 
principles by which they were actuated. More than 2,080 
members had been enrolled, and the Ipswich Women’s 
Liberal Association now ranked as the largest body of the 
kind in England. The greatest praise was due to those who 
had worked so ably and so perseveringly and had been 
chiefly instrumental in bringing about this result, and she 
took this opportunity of thanking most heartily the mem- 
bers of their Executive Committee, the Secretary of their 
Association, and all who had helped them in various wa 
Wherever there was wrong, they must help to set it right ; 
wherever things were at a low level, they must help to raise 
them. For she looked upon it that in all women of ordinary 
character and ordinary education the strongest points were 
refinement, elevation, and self-sacrifice. In conclusion, she 
moved the following resolution: “That this meeting 
desires to express its unabated confidence in Mr. Gladstone 
and its entire sympathy with the policy of Home Rule in 
Ireland.”—Mr. J. Stansfeld, M.P., who was heartily re- 
ceived, commenced an address of more than an hour's 
duration by a forcible vindication of the right of women to 
take part in political life—Mr. F. 8. Stevenson, M.P., who 
was warmly received, congratulated the Association on the 
fact of their being the largest of the kind in land.— 
Mrs. W. C. Owen (the Secretary) proposed a vote of thanks 
to Lady Stevenson for presiding.—Miss Butler seconded the 
motion, which was enthusiastically carried. 
ILKESTON.—A pleasant social and musical evening 
was held at Ripley on December 10th, when Mrs. Slack 
gave an account of the Manchester meetings. The women 
were much interested ; especially in hearing the reference 
to the formation of Working Women’s Trades’ Unions. 
KENNINGTON.—A very successful soirée was held on 
Tuesday last. Mr. Beaufoy, M.P., Mrs. Crossman, who 
presided, Mr. and Mrs. J. Sheridan Garratt, Mr. and Mrs. 
T. §. Price and Miss Price, Mr. and Mrs. Bygrave, Mrs. 
Dunstan, Mr. Collins, Mrs. Gardner, Mrs. Allen, Miss 
Mather, Mr. and Mrs. Jennings, Mrs. Powell, Mr. Barber, 
Mrs. Wilmshurst, Mrs. Rose, and many other well-known 
supporters of Liberalism in Kennington were present. The 
first. part of the evening was devoted to short addresses.— 
Mr. Costelloe, in an able and forcible speech, dwelt upon 
the great interest women must naturally feel in the 
improved social condition of the working classes.—Miss 
Abraham, who followed after a pianoforte solo by Miss 
Price, spoke earnestly in support of Trades Unions for 
working women, as being the only means by which their 
positions can be radically and permanently improved and 
the abominable sweating system abolished.—After a short 
interval devoted to light refreshments and socal intercourse, 
the rest of the evening was devoted to music—On the 
motion of Mrs. Dunstan, seconded by Miss Mather, a 
hearty vote of thanks was given to Mr. Costelloe and Miss 
Abraham for their excellent addresses.—Mr. Beaufoy, M.P., 
then proposed a vote of thanks to the artistes, and 
mentioned that he had spent that day with Mr. Causton, 
M.P., trying to bring about a meeting between the Directors 
and the men with the hope of settling the unfortunate gas 
dispute.—Mr. J. §. Garratt, in seconding the motion, said 
that the Women’s Association seemed to be in a prosperous 
financial condition and increasing in numbers ; and he 
‘should always remember with pleasure that the preliminary 
meetings to form the Association and draw up rules were 
held in his house.—This was carried, as was also a vote of 
thanks to Mrs. Crossman for presiding.— During the 
evening current copies of the Women’s Gazette were sold, 
and sympathetic reference was made to Miss Orme’s 
valuable work on that paper. 
NORTH MEOLS (Southport).—On Tuesday, Dec. 10, 
a large public meeting was held, Mr. W. J. Boothroyd in 
the chair.—Letters of apology were read from the Right 
Hon. John Morley, Lady Sandhurst, Mr. Conybeare, M.P., 
c.—Mr. T. 8. Little seconded a Radical programme which 
had been submitted from the chair.—The motion was put 
and carried unanimously.—Miss Mander, of Wolverhampton, 


i ‘th loud applause, proposed “ That this meeting 
Sei aad ith the recent action of the Nationalist 
leaders in forming a Tenants’ Defence Association in Ireland, 
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and trusts that they will have the support of the great 
Liberal party throughout England, Scotland, and Wales.”— 
This was seconded by Mr. W. Redmond, M.P., who got his 
usual reception on rising.—Mr. George Melly, Live ; 


proposed ‘“‘ That this meeting objects to the continued per 


secution of the Irish nation by the Tory Government, and 
demands that Ireland shall have equal laws with England, 
and that the Irish people shall be allowed to manago their 
local affairs by being granted a liberal measure of Home 
Rule. Copies of the resolutions to be sent to Mr. Gladstone, 
Mr. Parnell, and Mr. Balfour.”—The Rev. John Chater 
seconded the motion, which was carried with cheers,—Mrs. 
KE. J. Rimmer, in a few well-chosen sentences, proposed a 
hearty vote of thanks to Miss Mander, Mr Redmond, Mr. 
Melly, and Mr. T. 8. Little for their admirable addresses.— 
Councillor Griffiths seconded the proposition, which was 
carried with acclamation.— Mrs. Pilkington moved a cordial 
vote of thanks to the chairman for presiding.— Mr. Redmond 
seconded, and the Chairman having briefly acknowledged 
the compliment, the proceedings terminated. 

PLYMOUTH.— Miss Latimer, President of the Plymouth 
Women’s Liberal Association, under the auspices of the 
Devonport and Stonehouse Radical Association, addressed 
the members at their request, with a view of forming a 
W. L. A. for Devonport. The speaker applied herself first 
to the question, “ What had women to do with politics?” 
in the next place she described the formation oa i working 
of the Plymouth Association ; and lastly she pointed out in 
what way she thought such Associations were useful.—Mr. 
Saunders, President, moved “That this Association, after 
hearing the able and practical address of Miss Latimer, is 
of opinion that a Women’s Political Association for the 
Borough of Devonport is not only necessary but absolutely 
indispensable to the general progress and prosperity of 
Liberal principles, and respectfully suggests the immediate 
formation of an Association on the lines adopted by the 
Plymouth W. L. A.”—Mr. R. Smith, in moving a vote of 
thanks to Miss Latimer and Mrs. Clarke (hon. sec.), 
remarked that it was only by taking part in political move- 
ments that women could hope to get their full rights and 
liberties and be put in every sense on a footing of equality 
with men.—It was finally resolved that it would be desirable 
to call a Conference of the Presidents and Secretaries of the 
various Liberal and Radical Associations, and see whether 
the proposed Association could be formed. 

PORTSMOUTH.—A very successful tea and public 
meeting were held on November 27th, when very earnest 
and powerful addresses were delivered by Walter McLaren, 
Esq., M.P., and Miss Florence Balgarnie on Women’s 
Suffrage. One result has been that the Committee have 
unanimously decided to affiliate with the Women’s Suffrage 
Society. 

READING.—The usual monthly meeting was held 
on Wednesday, December 11th. Miss Monck presided, and was 
supported by Mr. G. Stewart, Mrs. Bailey, Mrs. Pearce, the 
Rev. R. R. Suffield, and Mr. Pearce. Mrs. Pearce, who 
had attended the Manchester Conference as delegate from 
the Association, gave a very interesting account of the pro- 
ceedings, and read extracts from the various speeches made 
by lady delegates at the Conference, Mr. Pearce followed, 
and in pointing out that political matters affected women 
as well as men, drew attention to the benefits derived by the 
working classes by means of allotments, when they could be 
obtained on easy terms and near their homes. The Rev. R. 
R. Suffield, who had also been to Manchester, spoke of the 
splendid programme adopted by the Liberal party, and 
said it was something well worth working for. He gave an 
interesting description of the enthusiastic reception accorded 
to Mr. Gladstone as he drove through Manchester by all 
classes of the people. An admirable programme of solos 
and part songs was rendered by the choir of the chapel ; 
and a very enjoyable evening terminated with the usual 
votes of thanks. 

SCARBOROUGH.—On December 12th, a lecture was de- 
l'vered on “What Mr. Gladstone has done forthis country ?” 
The lecturer was the Rev. S. Fletcher Williams, and Coun- 
cillor H. M. Cross occupied the chair. There was a large 
audience. The lecture was an able and eloquent one, and 
was frequently applauded. Mrs. Joshua Rowntree gave a 
short address, after which she moved a vote of thanks to 
the lecturer and chairman, which was seconded by Mrs. 
Weeks, and heartily approved. 

WARWICK AND LEAMINGTON.—A social tea, 


followed by a public meeting, was held at Warwick on 


Monday evening, the 9th inst., under the auspices of this 
Association. The anticipation of addresses from Miss 
Bright, who had been announced to preside, and the Rev. 


rpoo),:+ J. Gibson, who on this occasion opened a week’s campaign 
“jn‘behalf of Liberalism in the district, did not fail to bring 


about a large attendance. Miss Bright, however, was 
unable to attend through indisposition, and in her absence 
the chair was taken by Mrs. Hordern, of Leamington. The 
proceedings were opened by the singing of one of the 
popular Home Rule songs, “ Justice to Ireland.” Mrs, 
Hordern presided, and in her opening remarks said they 
wished to enlist the sympathies of the women of Warwick- 
shire as much as possible in their Association ; they meant 
to work, and all over the country women were coming to the 
front to help their noble leaders—and particularly Mr. 
Gladstone—to carry out the great work they had to do. 
—The Rev. J. Gibson said the Warwick and Leamington 
Women’s Liberal Association was becoming quite famous, 
and he had no doubt the earnest work which many of the 
ladies were doing in the surrounding villages would yield 
an ample return when the next election came round. 
Referring to the present social condition of the people, he 
said what was needed was that the people and the land 
should be brought into closer connection, such as they had 
not been for many years, and to do this they did not desire 
to turn the nobles out of their castles, or the rich out of 
their mansions, but to make the cottage, in its way, as 
comfortable, bright, and happy as the houses of palatial 
splendour occupied by the wealthier classes. No one could 
say that aims such as these were revolutionary. To gain 
the one man one vote, to bring the labourers back to the 
land, and to get the land into better cultivation were 
objects which ought to unite all classes—Mr. J. Styles 
moved the following resolution: “That this meeting 
pledges itself to promote a policy of justice to Ireland, and 
accepts the programme of social and political reform laid 
down at the Manchester Conference.”— Mr. Grimsey 
(Leamington) seconded, and the resolution was carried 
unanimously. 

On Tuesday, the 17th, there was an exhibition of clothing 
at Mrs. Rowland’s, the result of three months’ work of the 
Association sewing parties in Leamington. A most beautiful 
lot of things were shown, mainly useful warm garments for 
winter wear and strong underlinen. They are destined for 
distribution among the most needy of the dockers’ wives 
and children, and will doubtless prove highly acceptable 
Christmas-boxes. 

WEST ISLINGTON. — On December 12th, Mrs. 
Bateson, of Cambridge, gave a most interesting lecture on 
Free Trade, Mrs. Thomas Lough presiding. Mrs. Bateson 
showed the fallacy of the arguments that are continually 
brought forward in favour of Protection, and remarked that 
they need to he ever freshly demonstrated to the younger 
generation which had not the personal experience of the 
older one of the great struggle for Free Trade. In the dis- 
cussion which followed many practical remarks were made 
supporting all that had been said, and entirely in favour of 
complete Free Trade. Attention was drawn to the present 
immeasurably superior condition of the working classes as to 
material comfort, &c., by some who had experienced the old 
condition of things. . 


Women’s Printine Society (Limited), 21, Great College 
Street, Westminster, 8.W. Books, Pamphlets, Periodicals, 
Circulars, Programmes, &c., &c. Work promptly executed. 
Secretary, Miss Weede. [Apvr.] 

Women’s Trades’ Unions Provident League, Founded 15 
years ago by the late Mrs. Paterson, has for its object the 
organization of Unions among working-women in their 
several trades, for the protection of their interests and 
for their maintenance in times of sickness and out-of-work. 

There are already about 7,450 members in these Unions 
which when once started are self-supporting. 

The expenses of organizing the Unions are, however, con- 
siderable, and the League greatly desires aid in extending 
them throughout the Kingdom. 

FiLorEence RovutiepceE, Hon. Sec. 
Emitia A. Hoiyoake, Assist. Sec. 
May E. Apranam, Hon. Treas. 


Offices of the League :— 
Industrial Hall, Clark’s Buildings , 


Broad Street, Bloomsbury, London. [Apvr.] 
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The Ladies’ irectorp.and Guide to Shopping. 
BRANSON'S COFFEE . 


PERFECTION. 
**I¢ is by far the best I have ever tried, 
and we use it constantly in our household.” 


‘ Dr. Noeuay KERR, 
Boctety for the Study and Oure of Inabriety. 
SOLD BY ALL GROCERS & WHOLESALE 
BY 


CROSSE & BLACKWELL. 
MRS, LABBET'S FEMALE PILLS 


ARE COATED WITH SUGAR. 
They strengthen and the system and 
bey tecnainen at yest ee icccsienanon 
No irregularity or obstruction can resist them. 
THEY ARE COMPOSED OF PURBLY 


VEGETABLE INGREDIENTS ONLY. 
Sent direct, post free, Sor 1/14. 
J. WARNER, 
71_& 72, CHANCERY LANE, LONDON, W.C. 
TRISH LINEN COLLARS. 


tema rouse Pr pure oe! singe 0 rer’ 
6/6 each. Pure irish, Linen Goods at cr he belay 

ces. Fish Napkins, 2/6 per dozen. Dinner 
Napkins, 4/6 per dozen. 


. IRISH DAMASK TABLE {GLOTHS, 
xvas, ‘gal Tt Eins, sheting, nina, 
Rvp veckeback wouels, 4/6 por dozen. i a 
Irisn Cambrio Pocket Handkerchiefs. 
Ladies’ size, 2/8 per doz.; Gents’ size, 8/6 per doz. 
Samples and Price Lists free to all Parts. 
ALL PaROELS SENT CARRIAGE PAID. 


OLD SHIRT Satis 


THE GIFT BOOK OF THE 
SEASON. 


ANNIE S, SWAN'S: NEW STORY, 


Now Reapy, Price 6g., Handsomel 
bound, gilé top, with Frontispiece,» 


SHEILA 


By ANNIE 8. SWAN, 
Author of “ Twice Tried,” “ Across Her 
Path,” &e. 

“‘The book is replete with well-written 
descriptions of Scottish life and Scottish 
scenery, and the plot is cleverly developed.” 
—Manchester Heaminer. 


AWARDED 30‘QOLD MEDALS. 
fro, CHOLLETS 
JULIENNE. 


VEGETABLES AND HERBS FOR SOUPS, de. 
(According to a Recipe of the late Monsieur Soyer.) 
NO WASTE. NO TROUBLE. 
Sold in 1d. packets by all leading Grocers. 
Note the TRADE MARK & BEWARE of SPURIOUS 
IMITATIONS. 


Established 1848. 


WILL BB READY IN 4 FEW DAYS. 


“WOMEN’S GAZETTE” 
PAMPHLETS & LEAFLETS, 
No. 1. 
Extracts from an Address given by the | life. There is a ‘on a power about 
es 
REV. WILLIAM TUCKWELL |i 


to the Members of the Leamington Women’s 
Liberal Association. 


BOOKS by ANNIE 8. SWAN. 
The Gates of Eden: A 


Story of Endeavour. New Edition, with 
Portrait of the Author by Fazp, 5s. 


Briar and Palm: A Study 
of Circumstance and Influence. New 
pai with Six Original Illustrations, 


Twice Tried. New Edition, 
with Frontispiece, cloth, ls. 6d.; paper 
covers, ls. 

Across Her Path. New 
Edition, with Frontispiece, 1s. 6d.; paper 
covers, 1s. 

Aldersyde: A Border Story 
of Seventy Years Ago. New Edition, 
with Six Illustrations, 3s. 6d. 

Cheap Edition, without Illustrations, 
cloth, 2s. 6d. 
Popular Series, paper boards, 2s. 

Carlowrie ; or, Among Lo- 
thian Folk. New Edition, with Six 
Original Illustrations, 3s. 6d. 

heaper Edition, without Illustra- 
tions, 2a. 6d.; paper boards, 

Doris Cheyne: The Story 


This 12 page pamphlet, which is admirably 
adapted for distribution, or for reading aloud 
at cottage and sewing meetings, can be had, 
POST FREE, at ld. per copy, or 5s. per 100, 
from the Manager ‘‘ Women’s GAZETTE” 
Office, 5, Danes Inn, London, W.C. 


N.B.—Only a limited number printed. Apply early 


WiINDBR’S 
PATENT DOUBLE OB 


SELF WATER-FEEDING PLANT POT. 


me Durable, Economical, beyond compare 
in Terra-cotta or Art Pottery Ware. 


made 
Irish Lin 
tree, ready to wear. 
G. R. HUTTON & Co., LARNE, BELFAST. 
ee 


ASHTON’S THB aes A= will effectually 
GREAT fiveusstic’ Gout, TE ioe, 
COUT enna eedss 
case’ in one day ; it gives rellef in 


AFD two hours. 
RHEUMATIC) 2csxt= <%= 


CURE. 
‘The Best Medicine in the world 
ASHTON’S [2 asth*ccnghe; Consumption. 


bott! a. ° 
GREAT gain bottles BS Ha, a8 ods am 


Sold by all Chemists, or sent 
TINA eae 
eo 


vital spar’ » and 
ASHTON’S | bic punters Price ‘ts. iia 
an 


LABO VING.—Even in sultry weather, 
one watering will suffice for over & fortnight. 
HYGIENIC.--The soil-food is conserved,instead 


id 2s. gd. ° 
‘They cleanse the system from | | o¢ being impoverished as usual, and the plant, : ; 
E A L all impurities, and thoroughly o! ig impo celaging. Barkack of a Noble Life. With numerous Illus- 
PLLS. G | therefore, thrives in place of decering, ‘Cenot| trations of the English Lake District, 
meucttcenet ae P can, at pleasure, be instantly and effectually 3s. 6d. 
ASHTON’S [cits Uicerisi Joins, Aiscomes | _Designs are artistic; saitable| LONDON: 24, OLD BAILEY, E.0,, & EDINBURGH 
or A 
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and every 
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CURATIVE SALVE, Issa ent of tiem 


WHOLESALE AGENTS: 
Messrs. WILLIAM EDWABDS & SON, 
Queen Victoria Street, E.C. 
MAY ROBERTS & Co. Clerkenwell Road, E.C 
HOVENDEN & SON, Berners Street, W. 


for table decorations, the jardiniere, the window, 
or the conservatory. The plain terra-cotta pots 
are adapted for painting in oil colours by ar 
artista, 


HOOPING-COUGH. 
CROUP. 


ROCHE’S Herbal Embrocation. 


Sample sent on receipt of Postal Order for 3/6" 
W. G. WINDER, 80, Leopold Ter., LEEDS 
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ESTABLISHED 1851. " 


BIRKBECK BANK 


Southampton Buildings, Chancery Lane. 
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TREATED WITHOUT DRUGS. Py Se um y 
Pamphlets Free: STOCKS, SHARES, BONDS, and ANNUITIES 
All persons suffering from this burdensome purchased and sold. 
and dangerous state of the body, and even those FRANCIS RAVENSCROFT, Manager. 
dencies thereto, should (oe ee ee 


‘CALL or WRITE The Birkbeck . Buildin ogists Annual 


atis anaes Se 

at once fora Treatise oo the wet tient ofthe Hew2e PURCHASE A HOUSE FOR 
MEDICAL BATTERY CO., LIMITED, OF LAN SOR FIVE SHILLINGS BER MONTH, 
. Apply a @ ce oO! 

52, OXFORD ST., LONDON, W. | | wit imece Paxsuonn Lann poorer, 
(Corner of Rathbone Place.) The BIRKBECK ALMANACK contains full par- 
It shows conclusively how Obesity can be ticulars, and may ry poses iret om application to 
gradually and soineulls , Manager. 

— Southampton Buildings, Chancery Lane. 


—— pay dn excellent article. Ocnta’ Knitted Vests 
KNITTED BELTS, KNEE GAPS, CLOVES & HOSIERY. 
Sanitary Knitted Ccrset Co., Nottingham 


! have found ™ 
it matchless for the 
hands and complexion. 
Cntee._ PaZZ_. 


Since using Pears’ 
“Soap | have discarded 
all others. 


SZ 


For preserving the Complexion, keeping the skin soft, 
free from redness and roughness, and the hands in 
nice condition, it is the finest Soap in the world. 


The delicate skin of Infants and Children is particula:ly liable 
to injury from coarse and unrefined Toilet Soap, which is com- 
s monly adulterated with the most pernicious ingredients ; hence, 
the Skin from which ye z 
hresulting often 


